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EcoDensity debate ,elevate~
 
'planning to top-level issue~
 

Opportunity to affect the future of the planet 
easily translates into real action in our 
neighbourhoods to ward off these 
forces that .threaten our quality of life. 

We should be celebrating, with a . 
global fanfare,.that one of our politi­
ciap$ has done just that. 
Ifnothing else, Mayor Sam Sullivan 

has elevated the mundane discussion 
about urban planning, settlement pat­
terns, construction methods, and so on,. 
to an urgent top-of-mind public issue. 

When"the mayor branded'EcoDensity 
nearly two years ago, the opportunity 
was there to demonstrate to the rest of 
the world that in Vancouver, we could 
dis'cuss - intelligently and with real 
resolve - the challenge of maintaining 
our high quality of life in an urban set­
ting, while slowing mankind's destruc­
tion of our planet's natural systems, 

Instead, the rough and tumble poli­
tics of this part of the world quickly 
turned high ideals into the lowest form 
of a gutter debate. Unfortunately, that 
debate has misinformed many and, cr~ 
ated fear in Vancouver's neighbour­
hoods. 

On Tuesday, city hall staff will report 
on the feedback they received at a 

See ECODENSITY IS KlO 

BOB RANSFORD
 
SPECIAL TO WESTCOAST H9ME5
 

REAL ESTATE MAnERS 

y ou don't care where 'your kids, and 
their kids. are going to live and 
you don't care about the future of 

the planet 
Do you really want to tell the rest of 

the world that this mindset pretty much 
sums up the collective attitude of Van­
couverites? . 

It looks like a few ofyour neighbours 
would like to broadcast just such a mes­
sage as the debate over EcoDensity 
reaches a crescendo next week. 

No other North American city has 
been able to focus public attention on a 
simple high ideal that speaks so clearly 
t~ the ~obal challenge we all face, and 
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series of recent public meetings 
on EcoDensity, 

That feedback.has tempered 
some of the plans staff original­
ly proposed to begin using Eco-' 
Density as a tool to d~al with 
future development in neigh­
bourhoods outside the down- . 
town. 

Nonetheless, staff will recom­
mend that council adopt an 
EcoDensity Charter. The char­
ter is full ofmoth~rhoodstate­
ments about aligning density. 
design and other green, tools. 
Adopting motherhood state­
ments is one way of reaffrrming 
that we are serious about walk­
ing the walk when it comes to 
environmental sustainability! 
housing affordability and urban 
livability. 
_~~?!.thos~.~l:? E:~Y~ 

opposed EcoDensity have criti­
cized the way in which the 
whole initiative was politicized 
from the outset, with the mayor 
.announcing what traditionally 
would have been a staff-initiat­
ed policy. Others continue to 
cr.iticize the public process, or 
lack of public process. 

Well, the announcement hap­
pened. The initial public 
process is now over. These crit­
ics should now be held to 
account. They should explain 
why they can't support using 
EcoDensity as a tool in address­
ing the way in which we man­
age growth. 

EcoDensity is a tool. It is not 
an end or a goal. 

Enhancing our quality of life 
today, and making adjustments 
to the way in which we impact 
our planet so future generations 
can enjoy an equal or·better 
quality of life, is the goal. Eco­
Density is merely one means to 

achieve that goal. It is a tool that 
addresses two forces to help 
leverage everything else we do 
in striving for that goal. 

The "density" part of the Eco­
Density tool combats the force 
of sprawl More compact urban 
deveLopment patterns - or 
density - in itself is a signifi­
cant determinant in enhancing 
ecological performance in an 
urban environment. Combatin,g 
sprawl by using land more effi­
ciently helps reduce the outputs 
attributed to transporting peo­
ple and processing waste. 

The "eco" part of EcoDensity 
is meant to combat the destruc­
tive force of a growing ecologi­
cal footpriilt - consuming 
more than the planet can pro­
duce and destroying natural 
systems faster than they can 
regenerate. It does that by 
achieving more compact urban 
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development patterns, while requiring an 
improvement in ecological performance by 
deploying green-building design techniques and 
applying green technology. 

EcoDensity does not threaten a change in 
direction or an upheaval in the way we live ­
instead it promises to help ward off a threat. 

It is one antidote in a prescription to inoculate 
Vancouver against the menacing threat ofglobal 
warming. It is not meant to create upheaval, but 
reafflrm the direction we have been headed with 

our Vancouver brand ofnew urbanism. 
That's how EcoDensity works as a tool. 
We need to ask the vocal critics who will prob­

ably continue their fear-mongering rhetoric at the 
council hearing next Thesday: what, specifically, 
do you object to in using this positive tool? 

Mark your calendar for the special council 
meeting on,Thes. Feb. 26 at 7 p.m. at city hall. Call 
the city clerk's .office at 604-873-7276 or e-mail 
your request to cc@vancouver.ca to sign up and 
address coUncil. 

Bob Ransford is a public affairs consultant with . 
COUNTERPOINT Communications Inc. He is a . 
former real estate developer who specializes in 
urban land use issues. E-mail: ransford@counter­
point.ca 


