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asfw~ek) spent'ii few houl's tour­

i?g around Metro Vancouver's 
suburbs with one of North Amer­

ic'a's most widely recognized leaders of 
the Ne,?/ Urbanism. Architect and plan­
ner Andres Dua'ny 'has completed 
des,igns for. <;lose to 300 new towns, 
regional plans and communityjevitaI­
i,?atioh projects over the last.25 years, 
deflI\ing the New Urbanism.. 
,The New Urbanism is an internation­

al movement that·brings together, citi­
zens, community leaders, architects, 
planners, engineers and others who 
know it is. time to seek an end· to subur­
ban sprawl. .. ' . . 
• New Urblluists are retooling the 
placeless low-density subdivisions dis­
guised as neighbourhoods, recognizing 
thai these stagnant areas are taking their 
toll on individual healt~, a general sense 
of well-being and human happir)·ess. 

There was little to tout as. we toured 
around yap.cquv.~r's sprawling ~;uburbs 
overrun w"itH single-family-d~.tached 
homes. . . 

While we were touring aroJJi'id.Metro 
Vancouver's older: ang. newer suburbS, 
Dual).y explailled the differenc¢ betweeIi 
those 'who want. to 'halt growthfor fear 
6f allowing more of fh~ same sprawl and 
those who 'adVoca~e !l New Urbanism 
tl:J.at contains sprawl ana re-engineers 
the way the current suburbs are 
designed. 
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"If you are not growing, you're dead. form ?f sustainable development based on the co-existence 
That's a simple truth that applies to of agnculture and hu~an settlement at the urban edge. . 
communities as much as it applies to I have been closely mvolved for about five years in engaging 
biology, though few people are willing the South Delta community in planning for the future of the 
to admit it," he explained. ....- 540-a~re Southlands - once known as the Spetifore proper­

"There is a difference between grow- ty - m Tsawwassen. I am a consultant retained by Century 
ing and maturing: Metro Vancouver Group, the owner~ of the Southlands property. 
needs to mat)ue." , . Rarely do I wnte ab0l!t projects in which I am directly 

Duany was quick to point that out to mvolved, but the ,;ork bemg d~ne .on the .Southlands project· 
more than 600 peoplewho attended his by Century ~roup s Sean Hodgms IS nothmg short of leading' 
Simon Fras~r University downtown- edge when It comes to embracing sustainable development: 
campus lecturewhen he talked about the and the New Urbanism. . 
future of the;suburbs. You will likely be hearing much more about the Southlandsl 

He was blunt in his criticisms ofpost- as a group of more the~ 20 local residents in Tsawwassen vol-' 
Second World War suburban develop- unteers on. the Southlands Community Planning Team tol 
ment, and he put Metro Vancouver come up ,With a plan for a sustainable new community inte-I 
clearly in his sights when he explained &rated ~It~ Tsawwasse.n. !hey have already set some ambi-I 
'the difference between growing and tlOUS prmcipies th.at Will mtegrate urban agriculture with aj 
maturing. r3?ge of n~w housmg. types t.hat are mi~sing in a communityl 

"Suburban: development can be done With an agmg populatIOn, while also settmg aside a huge open' 
well or very badly and may I say thatthe space. i 
Vancouver area does this very badly. In May, Duany will wor~ with the citizen team at a week-I 
Your urbanism is superb, your high- long (study group) that Will come up with a design plan for. 
density urbanism, your downtown, this the ?outhlands, integrating it into the Tsawwassen suburban! 
peninsula that we're in is among the fabnc. 
best of the late 20th-century cities. But Th~ Southlands plan has the promise of not only trans-: 
what I see in terms of your older and, formmg Tsawwassen fron: a socially declining bedroom sub-! 
even worse, your newer suburban sin- urb a~ the edge of sprawl mto a complete community, It alsol 
gle-family houses, no one pays the least promIses to de~onstrate how '!Ie can substantially enhanc.e 
attention to how you make a decent Ioc~l foo~ secuIl.tyby transferrmg land value into a new form. 
suburbia.'" . of mtenslVe agriculture on lands that are threatened at tlfe 

Duany was in town to begin work on urban edge,. while making our suburbs more walkable and 
an exciting new project in Tsawwassen more eco-fnendly. " 
that has the potential to rescue a suburb Regardless of how perceptive we are to the shortcomin :';1 
that is in decline, acc?rding to indic~- . of ~ur suburbs, we know that Metro Vancouver is a great pia' ; 
tors' such as pl.ummetmg school enn~l-. to hve and that more people want to live here. How we acco < 
merit and stagnant population growth. m?date 30,000 new residents settling in the region every ye~l:
!"- new conimun:ity designed with his will demonstrate whether or not we can grasp the differenc1!) 
mput could rescue Tsawwassen and between growing and .maturing. r~ 
become a stunning model "for 'a ne:W The Southlands project will be a great test. " 

See SOUTHLANDS PLAN IU8 • : ' 
~ 

Bob Rar>3ford is a public affairs cOr>3ultant Witll COUNTERPo"m1t.1 
Communications Inc. He is afonner real estate developer who specializes in 

urban land use issu~·.. 
E-mail: rar>3ford@counterpaint.c· 

~ 
'~ 




