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One of the challenges to the reglonal management of ' managing growth. But the provincial govemment has 
reglo!,!al,growth In the Lower Mainland is an existing appropriated to itself the responsibility for transit and 
division of govemance responslblJlties. Metro vancouver transportation planning. Wbat one level of govemment 
;...: the tOnner GVRD - has the responsibility for wants, the other might not. 
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REAL ESTATE MATTERS 

O
ne million new neighbours by 
the year 2031. With a forecast of 
more than 30,000 new residents 

annually, metropolitan Vancouver is 
expected to grow from 2.2 million 

people in 2007 to three million by 203l. 
Over the same period, the number of 
jobs is expected to increase by 400,000 
to about 15 million. . 

Growth is inevitable in our region. Not 
only does natural growth continue, but 
our comfortable climate, our geograph­
ic location, our cultural diversity and 
other positive attributes of livability will 
continue to attract new immigrants to 
Metro Vancouver as an increasingly 
mobile global population continues its 
endless s~ch for quality of life. 

Some will argue that continued 
growth will negatively impact the very 
quality of life that attracts people to the 
Vancouver area. Increased congestion, 
degradation ofour natural environment, 
and loss of those things the public cher­
ishes often appears to be the inevitable 

consequences of growth. But they don't 
need to be. 

Well-managed growth can strengthen 
the region's economic competitiveness, 
enhance local co=unities' well-being, 
and preserve the ecological assets of the 
region. 

Metro Vancouver - our regional gov­
ernment once known as the GVRD - is 
challenged with managing that growth 
and protecting our quality oflife during 
the next 25 years, while bolstering sus­
tainability initiatives amid the reality of 
looming climate change.. 

Metro Vancouver is a sort of umbrella 
co-operative among the 21 municipal 
governments that make up the region. 
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For the last half-century or so, it 
has functioned without real regu-' 
latory powers, managing regional 
planning and delivering.limited 
;egional services largely through 
consensus. ­

Managing future growth as a 
toothless tiger may be simply too 
much to h.ope for. So as Metro 
Vancouver's existing regional 
government attempts to engage 
the region's citizens in a discus­
iion about how and where we 
~hould grow as a region, real 
attention needs to be paid to the 
mechanics of managing the 
region. 

Regional government reform 
should resul't not just in a new 
regional plan, bJ-lt a new form of 
regioJj:a.l governance.as.yvell ' 

Let's start wi~ transpoqation 
and lapi:Luse.' "'" ,.... "', ,/ 

Pa s:krtgi.on.:i-l' ,p'~~n~ ll,a-V:-e. 
attempted- to co.nn,ectJand·use 
and tI'arisportation-by''bWJ.ding a 
network ofcentres connected by 

transit and roads. However, the 
planning and management of 
transit and transportation have 
been vested over time with either 
the pro'vincial government or 
with both the province and a sec­
ond regional authority discon­
nected from the metropolitan 
region's government. Some rapid 
transit infrastructure exists in the 
region"but not enough. Where 
rapid transit does exis t, we don't 
have enough development. 

Provincial Transportation Min­
ister Kevin Falcon's imposed 
reform of1ransUnk brings some 
needed change to the way transit 
is managed in the Lower Main­
land. But common sense says 
transportation planning and 
land-use planning need to be 
linked. The same body should be 
responsible for b'oth - a new 
Metro Vancouver body. 

Growth needs to be managed 
across the region to achieve more 
compact co'mmunities to avoid 
regional sprawl Each municipal­
ity needs to accept its share of 
growth. Past consensus plans 
have talked this kind of talk, but 

municipalities have not walked 
the walk. 

Provincial growth-manage­
ment legis41tion needs to require 
urban regional governments, like 
Metro Vancouver, to set growth 
targets based on scientifLc popu­
lation projections and allo'cate 
that growth to the municipalities 
within the region. Local official 
community plans need to 
demonstrate that each munici­
pality has enough land zoned or 
designate d to accom.l:nodate the 
population allocated to the 
municipality. 

Local planning and zoning 
decisions can still be made local­
ly within municipalities, but the 
regional goveinment needs to be 
able to enforce compliance with 
a regional plan. that allocates 
growth targets to the municipal­
ities. 
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