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Towering example 
of incentive 
A Burnaby residential tower by the 
Appla Group, Motif at Cltl, 15 a 
recent ex'a,mple from We5tcoast 
Homes flies of the opportunity to 
shift our reliance on the private 
vehicle. / 
The Brentwood SkyTrain station is 
across the street. More than 100 
shops and service·providers ar.e 
located up the street at the refur· 
bished Brentwood shopping centre. 
More are· located across the street. 
Further, Clti is a two-tower project. 
The second building will house 
offices. 
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EcoDensityisa sound
 
plan wh'ose time is now
 

Ie the climate change challenge. We have a will use their cars to get to work, to, travel to 
civic government that understands the con- school and recreation sites, to go shopping 
nection between more compact development and to access other destinations usually iso­
and the reduction of CO, emissions by tack- lated from our homes. 
ling the biggest contributor - automobile use. The fastest and most effective way to 

We also have politicians of all stripes unan- make a serious dent in greenhouse gas 
imously committed to elevating a boring pol- emissions is to reduce the growth rate in 

'icy objective to a more widespread pul;>lic ' vehicle-miles travelled, and the only way to 
carnpaigri, even linking a catchy brand name achieve that is to rebuild our suburbs. 
to something that would be otherwise People need to be able to live in more 
obscured in bureaucratic language, compact communities that feature a mix of 

This is encouraging, if for no other reasons' land uses, employment centres, and inter­
than the realization that it doesn't matter what connected streets, with structures and 

REAL ESTATE MAnERS targets are set by the provincial government spaces designed at a human scale and with 
or h,ow close Canada cpmes to meeting Kyoto easy aCCeSS to 'public transit supported by 

T he NIMBY, r~bble-rousers who are try- targets. enough potentlal riders·
 
ing to whip ,up a P1lblic ~~or~ ,to chaL- Cutting greenhouse gas emissions can't be EcoDensity and other initiatives aimed,at
 
lenge Vancouver's coiWUl,tment to achieved without reducing the growth in prom9ti'nl?mwe compact development are
 

EcoDensity snEluld be stopped cold in, their vehicle-miles travelled, notdirectlves to simply bund more highri~·
 
tracks. We can't afford to yield o~r s,rpall The primary greenhouse gas is' carbon es and d,es,ign overcrowded urban neigh-

effort in the global dimate,change;cp.a11enge ' dioxide,and every gallori, Elf gasoliqe burned bourhood$~ , . '
 
to their indignatiorl and hyperbole, ' , "produces about 20,pounds a,fCOa emissions. , A<;hieving more' ,compact development is
 
, EcoDensfty is'a brilllimllyi:onc~ivedbrand Research done in the U.S" indiCates that about achievi.ng,h.igl).er'av~rage bleQded den­

name for a simple shift in the way "'.e lo'okit technological impr()vements in vehicles, ~uch sities by,offering a range of'Musir!g types.'
 
how development is plarmed, ,''', as carbon fl.;el-electric hybdd power.sources A recenf.'1J.S,:;stitdV:P!JBlisl1~djointly-by
 

lfwe can achieve its most simple' principle and bioJuels, are likely to be offset by the Smart Growth Ametic,a\ithe Urban Land 
- more compact development:"" we can robust increase in vehicles-mile.s ttavelled. IOstiiute..,-the,<:entedor,¢;l~an}JrPolicy,and 
begin to shift our thinking and stop assum- This growth is due, in large'par(to'the way the Nai'ional'C~nt~r,forSm.art"Growt'h 
ing that people will have to use'their c~rs we have designed our <;omrDunitks. "R.esearch,and,Edu~:~ti9n',pro,~:~d~d solid evi­
every time they traveL "', From the Second World War-unt,il recently, dence tl.1ilt c~~pa.snj.e.vel~p,m.ynt,resuJts,~.a 

.We have one advantage in this city ovetpeo- we have planned and 'bUilt !leady a\l,new
 
pie in inost'other cities that are trying to tack- development on the assumplLon that people ,,- 'S'ee' TW<)'-WOROS. K13'
 

. ,.~.-

Residentsdrive less in walkable areas 
, ,'" • I , ',' 

land uses, strength:of,activity cen­ walkable neighbourhoods drive 26­
tres and conne;;tednes's of street , perccent"fewer miles per day than 

BOB RANSFORD netwElrkS, Even taking into consid- those'living in th'e mosl,sp,rawling 
l'ro~ KIO,: 'eratipn income and oth<:r socio- ,areas,' , ' 

. economic qiffer,e~ces, residents Build co,mmunities where people 
reductioninvehicie-rniles travelled, drive far .less i'n mOj'e compact can walk, cycle and use public tran­
by residents who live in those com- ,regions.: ' , ' ; sit mQre often. That's what Rco­
pact communities. , That study quotes the frildings of Density is all about why fight it? 

In the study, a comprehensive University of British Columbia BobRarujOrd is apl'blic affairs cOI15u1t,"'t 
sprawl indel:' was developed to ,l?rof. Larry Frank, who conducted with CoullterPolnt ComnlunkCltions Inc. He 
rank 83 of the largest metropolitan comprehensive research in King is 0 [onner'reaJ (':$wfe dEvdoper who 
areas in the U.S. by their degree of County, around Seattle, Frank . specializes £n urban land use l.ssl.leS. E-mail' 
sprawl, measuring density, mix of found that residents of the most ratl$fon1@C1l""lerpoinl.ca 


