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A quality of life that's well worth protecting
 
<Aswe look to the future of our region, we ought to cut the rhetoric and take an honest look at what we most cherish 
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Qjality ofli fe. That 's what 
it is all about. When Van­
couverites express their 

concerns abou t the impacts of 
new development or about how 
change might th reaten th e ir 
neighbourhoods, they are sim­
ply expre ssing fears about per­
ceived thre ats to their quality of 
life. 

It's no surprise we are so pro­
tective of our qu ali ty of life. 
Let's face it: we have a quality of 
life wor th pro tecting. 

After visiting four major u.s. 

metropolitan centres since the 
begi nn i ng o f Jul y, I ha v e 
ret urned home with a cer tain 
renewed sense of awe about the 
kind of urban lifestyle we enjoy. 

Our setting plays a big role in 
the kind of urban quality of life 
we enjoy. Our little temperate 
co rne r of North America is 
spared the hurricanes, torna­
does, thunderstorms, long frigid 
winters and sweltering, humid 
summe rs that afflict a lot of oth­
er North America n cities. The 
esthet ic beauty of our natu ral 
setting is a formidable backdrop 
for man's urban creations. 

We have also managed to cre­
ate and maintain a re lative ly 
good quality oflife in our urban 
metropolitan region by avoiding 
a numbe r of-mist akes made 
elsewhere. We don't have a con­
c re te lab yrinth of freew ays 
bisec ting our city. For the most 
part, we've avoided segregating 
different people in neighbour­
hoods - except for the results 
of disastrous social engineering 
that have created a village of 

misery in the Downtown East- need to focus on when they are 
side. We've done a pretty good listening to a fearful public. 
job of pro tecting our ai r and At the sa me time, when we 
water quality, so far. We've also ' sp e ak abo ut our concerns , 
kept sprawl at bay - but on ly . des ires , fears and ideas abo ut 
just - w ith the Agricult ural our homes, neighbourhoods and 
Land Reserve se rving double our region, we need to be hon­
duty as an urban growth bound - est about what we are try ing to 
ary. protect. 

So, when we look at the future . There is little to be gained by 
of our metr opolitan region, we erecting scarecrows or by ele­
need to first clearly cut through vating basic fear s to hyste rical 
all th e rhetor ic, catchphrase s rhetoric. 
and buzzwords and look at what Perhaps a good place to begin 
peop le cheris h the most and are adop ting a realistic approach to 
will ing to fight hardest to pro- a d ial ogu e ab ou t ou r u rban 
tecto fu tu re is wit h Vancouver 's 

Forget words or catchphrases debate about EcoDens ity. 
like "sustainability", "ecological Once again, putting aside the 
footprint ", "affordability" and catchy brand name, EcoDensity 
the like. It really is about quality is all about protecting the qual­
of life. It is abou t mainta ining ity of life Vanco uverites enjoy, 
our quali ty of life to day an d especially those who live in the 
ensuring that future generations city's first- ring suburban neigh­
will be able to enjoy the same bourhoods. 
quality of life wi thout making T he p hr a s e Eco D e n s ity 
sacrifices greater than those we immediatel y engenders fear 
are willing to make today. among man y. Iron icall y, th e 

Tha t's th e bottom line that main thrust of the EcoDensity 
po liticians and po licy-makers initiative is aimed at addressing 

the same issues that create that 
fear. 

EcoDensity is about prot ect­
ing our urban quality of life by 
embraci ng a devel opment pat­
te rn that is less reliant on the 
auto mo b ile an d tha t m akes 
walking and cycling easier for 
peop le an d justifies greater 
inves t men t in costly transit 
infrastructu re. 

It is about not only calming 
local traffic, but reducing auto­
mobile traffic overall as part of 
redu ci ng our impact on the 
enviro nment. 

EcoDensity is about creating 
more complete communities by 
havin g more affo rdab le and 
diverse housin g within walking 
distance of shops and services, 
parks and amenities. 

It isn't about creating expen­
sive high-density enclaves, but 
rounding out existing, primaril y 
single-family neighbourhoods 
with a range of housing choices. 

EcoDensity is about providing 
the kinds of infrastructure that 
makes neighbourhoods livable 

- like more pa rks and local 
amenities and civic utility infra­
struc ture that is greener and has 
a redu ced impac t on the envi­
ronment. 

Ifwe were to list all the things 
people cherish in Vancouver and 
all their fears about what future 
change might bring, then match 
that with a second list of the out­
come s Vancouver 's innovative 
EcoDensity initiative is attempt­
in g to achieve, th e matches 
would be impressive. 

Rat h er th an e levating our 
fears to a level of hysteria about 
EcoDensity,we should be calling 
on city officia ls to roll out the 
details of the EcoDensity init ia­
tive even faster so that the fears 
can be alleviated. Afte r all, we 
need to protect our qualit y of 
life. 
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